
TOWN OF TAGHKANIC  
ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

November 20, 2017 
 
 

Members present:  Joyce Thompson, Chair; Members: Donn Critchell, Moisha Blechman, Al Huehnel, John Roberts, Kathy 
Bainer;  ZC Secretary Linda Swartz; ZC Consultant Ted Fink 
Excused:  Elizabeth O’Donnell,  
 
The Meeting was called to order at 5:05 by Joyce Thompson.   
 
Approval of Minutes: 
A motion to accept the Minutes from September 18, 2017, was made by Donn Critchell and seconded by Kathy Bainer. 

Ayes:  5 (Critchell, Bainer, Blechman, Huehnel, Roberts)  Nays:  0  Abstained:  0  
 
 
General Discussion: 
Donn emailed a list of uses he thought might be inappropriate in the R2 District.  The list was reviewed and discussed; 
some uses had been previously deleted and Donn was satisfied that the remaining uses are adequately managed by 
regulations. 
 
Moisha suggested that the Scope and Purposes (Article 10) mention undue concentration of population and traffic 
congestion.  Kathy said that it is preferred that density be concentrated in certain already-populated areas, usually near 
the business district and State highways, allowing other areas to be open. 
 
Al talked about the R2 area in the northeast corner of town.  In the current zoning, this area is two small R2 areas 
containing numerous small parcels, separated by an R3 area which is a 75-acre conservation area.  The ZC discussed this 
area early in the development of the zoning map, and it was decided that since the conservation area could not be 
developed anyway, there was no harm in eliminating the R3 designation, making the entire NE corner R2 for no other 
reason than to simplify the map. 
 
Moisha recommended that the definition for Campground be modified for clarity.  It will be changed to: “A property 
providing four (4) or more sites for the temporary parking of occupied travel trailers, the erection of tents or other 
shelters serving as short-term residences as defined by Part 7 of the New York State Sanitary Code, and all buildings and 
facilities pertaining thereto.”  Moisha also feels that it is necessary to review allowable density for campgrounds.  For the 
new “Get Away” campsite that is being discussed, the structures are placed on the site permanently.  There could be 
issues with water and sewer, traffic, etc.  Ted will provide the ZC with some examples of campground regulations which 
attempt to minimize impacts. 
 
John feels that the draft code which requires 7-acre zoning and access only to a state highway makes it nearly impossible 
for campgrounds to operate in Taghkanic.  John pointed out that the County limits the months of operation of KOA 
campgrounds from Memorial Day to October 15, and that Taghkanic Park has permanent cabins.   
 
Use Table Comparison 
The review of the table comparing of uses in the current zoning and the draft zoning continued: 

 Linda will change the table to clearly indicate uses in the current code which have not been included in the new 
code. 

 Campground:  Put a note in Comments column that this use will require access to state highway.  The Use Table 
in Article 40 will also be changed to show the requirement (S‡). 

 Inn:  Site Plan Approval is required in the MU District.  This was erroneously omitted from the Comparison Table.  
Linda will fix it. 

 Civic or Other Public Use:  Under the Current Zoning column, copy the use from the current zoning as it appears 
under Use 67 on the Comparison Table and highlight “fire houses, town hall, highway department, library”. 

 Linda will fix the typographical errors in Uses 37, 65 and 66 
 
Linda asked if the ZC feels this Comparison Table is clear or is there a way to improve it for the presentation to the Town 
Board.  The ZC feels the Table is clear and easy to understand.  All changes as discussed will be made and the revised 
Table will be sent to the ZC members with the Minutes. 
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Joyce advised Ted that the ZC recommends that the title of Article 30 be changed to “District Regulations and Map” and 
that the title of Article 60 be changed to “General Provisions and Supplementary Regulations”.  Ted will make the 
changes. 
 
The ZC discussed barns and garages that are bigger than houses (accessory structures that are larger than the principal 
structure).  The ZC recognizes that many such situations currently exist in Taghkanic and that agricultural buildings are 
exempt.  In future situations, a variance could be sought.  The regulations could set size limitations (percentage larger 
than the principal structure) and require that the accessory be located to the rear of the principal structure.  Ted will think 
about how to make this regulation simple. 
 
 
Introductory Statement 
Joyce made revisions to the opening paragraph of the Introductory Statement.  She will send out a revised copy via email 
to the ZC members.  It is not likely that the Town Board presentation package will be ready before the first of the year.  
Joyce will prepare a draft of the letter that will be given to the members of the Town Board inviting them individually to 
sit with the ZC at a regularly scheduled meeting (open meeting).  Their input will be incorporated into the zoning code 
which will then be presented at a public information meeting prior to the Public Hearing. 
 
 
New or Continuing Business: 

From the Commission:  None. 
From the Public:  None. 

 
 
Next Meeting: 
The December 4 ZC Meeting will be cancelled to allow members to attend a meeting at the Copake Park Building from 
6:00 to 8:30 at which the DEC will present information about the Young Forest Initiative.   
 
Therefore, the next Zoning Commission meeting will be held on Monday, December 18, 2017 beginning at 5 p.m. at the 
Town Hall.  
 
The first Monday in January falls on New Year’s Day.  Since there are five Mondays in January, the ZC will meet on 
January 15 and January 29.  
 
 
Motion to adjourn: Donn Critchell      Seconded by:  Moisha Blechman 

Ayes:  6 (Critchell, Blechman, Huehnel, Bainer, Roberts) Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:  Linda Swartz 
 
 


